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CI TY COUNCI L

Hugo A. Argumedo, Mayor

Robert C. Fierro, Mayor Pro Tem

Tina Baca Del  Rio, Counci lmember

Rosal ina G. Lopez, Counci lmember

Nancy M. Ramos, Counci lmember

Thomas Sykes, Ci ty Administrator

I f  you have any concerns or comments
regarding education issues, please di rect
them to the Ci ty of Commerce Education
Commission:

Lela R. Leon, Chai rperson
Ana M. Perez, V ice Chai rperson
Nelson Cordova, Commissioner
Concha D. Marquez, Commissioner
Gerardo Ornelas, Commissioner

I f  you have any concerns or comments
regarding l ibrary issues, please di rect them
to the Ci ty of Commerce L ibrary
Commission:

Antonia Lupercio, Chai rperson
Eva Long, Commissioner
Connie Lopez, Commissioner
Margaret Saenz, Commissioner
Adel i ta Zepeda, Commissioner

c/o Ci ty of Commerce Publ ic Library,
5655 Ji l lson Street, Commerce, CA  90040
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Scholarship Contest

VDYH�P H�D�VSRW�LQ�FROOHJH
œ Open to all 6th through 12th grade California students
œ Total of $50,000 in scholarship prizes to be awarded

to more than 40 winners across California
œ 3 entry categories:  Written Word, Poster, and TV Ad
œ Entry deadline is March 15, 2006

Pick up a flyer at your local Commerce branch library.

City of Commerce Scholarship Applications

The annual city scholarship filing period begins January
24, 2006 and ends on Thursday, May 4.  Applicants must
be a current resident of the city for at least one year.  For a

complete description of requirements, go to
http://www.ci.commerce.ca.us/scholarshipprogram.asp.                                                                                         

Applicants are encouraged to file online.  Printed
scholarship applications can also be obtained at your local

branch library.

Tell Us What You Think!

The library wants to improve its services to community
teens.  You can help us by answer ing a br ief survey.  Your
completed survey form will qualify you to enter  in a Pr ize

Drawing for  a book giveaway, posters and a Grand Pr ize of
a $25 Gift Card.

Contest will run from February 1 through February 28,
2006

Small Avalanches and Other  Stor ies

A collection of twelve short stories for young
people including "Where Are You Going,
Where Have You Been," "Life After High
School," and "How I Contemplated the
World."

Black and White

Two star high school basketball players, one
black and one white, experience the justice
system differently after committing a crime
together and getting caught.

Heavy Metal and You

High schooler Sam begins losing himself
when he falls for a preppy girl who wants him
to give up getting wasted with his best friends
and even his passion for heavy metal music in
order to become a better person.

I  Just Hope I t’s Lethal

Provides a selection of poems from an array of
celebrated authors, such as W.B. Yeats and
Jane Kenyon, that capture the diverse drama,
insanity, and high emotions of teenage
existence.
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My So-Called Digital L ife:  2,000
Teenagers, 300 Cameras and 30 Days to
Document Their  Wor ld
A digital photography and writing project
by  the L.A. County Office of Education.

Every Man for  Himself:  Ten Short Stor ies
About Being a Guy

An anthology of ten original short stories
about such things as family problems,
sexuality, and courage, written by well-known
authors of children's books.

Journey Into Darkness
A novel based on the life of Kane, one of the most
enigmatic characters in WWE history, describes the
shocking past of the reclusive superstar, including his
troubled youth, including the tragedy that claimed his
mother's life and the accident that killed one of his
few friends, as well his relationship with his half-
brother, Undertaker.

A Room on Lorelei Street
Although others may see it as just a gloomy
room at Ms. Opal Keats’s home, seventeen-
year-old Zoe views her new situation as
paradise and looks forward to her new life
away from her alcoholic mother, thus despite
all the work it will take at the local diner to
keep it together, Zoe is determined to find the
strength to make it on her own.
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Daniel is the Central Library’s newly appointed employee, whose main job is as
Homework Helper.  He is available Mondays through Thursdays from 4 to 7 p.m. to
assist students with their homework.  I asked him if he would not mind being
interviewed for teen Biblioteca, and he replied that it was fine, he should get used to
interviews, since he aspires to become a radio talk show host.

Daniel enjoys listening to debates on current events.  One of his pastimes is listening to
KTLK-AM.  He finds the conversations informative and entertaining.  Other interests
include working on his computer, reading, listening to singers Sammy Davis, Jr., Frank
Sinatra, and U2, and watching comedians George Lopez, Paul Rodriguez and Margaret
Cho.

Currently a Bell Gardens High School senior, Daniel also worked two summers at the
Central Library as a YES worker.  He sums up his experience working for the library
as FUN!  As a homework helper, he finds that the students he has helped leave grateful.
It inspires him to do his own school work when he gets home from the library.

Question:  How relevant is it for teens to listen to talk radio?
Daniel:  It is relevant.  The issues covered can help to determine our future.
Question:  Do you have a favorite book?
Daniel:  One favorite is The Truth (With Jokes) by Al Franken.
Question:  Can you share any funny experiences at the library?
Daniel:  When I was 9 years old, two friends and I were kicked out of the library for
talking too loud and playing with the microfilm machine.  I thought it was funny, and I
came back to the library two days later.

Dani el  Lar i os
by B. Uyeda

Spotlight
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Luis Martinez and Marlem Madrigal of Greenwood
Branch Library accompanied 20 lucky teens to see the

comedy performance, Sister’s Christmas Catechism at the
La Mirada Theatre for the Performing Arts back on

November 19, 2005.
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